TOPIC SELECTION WITH TREASURE BOOKS

In Primarily Writing, Shirl describes her use of treasure books to help students record small moments they want to remember (p. 14, 114-116).  Treasure books can also be used to help students with topic selection.

Mini-lesson:

Teacher:  Today I’m going to show you how I can use my treasure book to get an idea that I can turn into a five-page book.  All I have to do is thumb through my treasure book and think about the topics I have in there.  Once I have an idea that interests me, I use my fingers to see if I have enough information to cover five pages.

The teacher thumbs through her treasure book and thinks aloud.

Teacher:  On this page, I wrote about my visit to the zoo with my granddaughter.  The next page tells about the time I got caught in the rain with a flat tire.  That was a terrible day!  I was all by myself, it was pouring down rain, and I didn’t know how to change a tire.  Maybe I could use that idea in a five-page book.

The teacher uses her five fingers to think aloud as she plans her five pages.

Teacher:  I just got a topic idea from my treasure book!  I want to see if your treasure book might give you an idea, too.  I’m going to ask you to get your treasure books and sit with a partner.  You and your partner will sit knee-to-knee and do just what I did.  You’ll look through your treasure book and think out loud about a few of your treasure book ideas.  If you find an idea you like, you can then use your fingers to see if you have enough information for five pages.  If you get an idea that you might want to use later, be sure and record the idea on the “Topics” page of your writing folder.

The teacher assigns partners and dismisses the students to work on the task.  She monitors, and students sit knee-to-knee and discuss their treasure book entries.

